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Mr Martin Hestmark

Department of Energy

ROCKY FLATS {+FICE
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U S Environmental Protection Agency, Region VIII
ATTN Rocky Flats Project Manager, SHWM-RI
999 18th Street, Suite 500, SWM-C

Denver, Colorado 80202-2405

Dear Mr. Hestmark
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This letter 1s 1n response to an EPA request to revise the final Background Geochemical
Charactenization Plan for the Rocky Flats Plant, recerved by DOE on June 30, 1992

The Background Characterizauon Report, which 1s currently being wnitten, 1s based on this
plan Therefore, DOE will revise the plan and incorporate those changes into the current

report. Both the revised plan and the report will be delivered to EPA on

September 30, 1992.

— A draft Background Characternizauon Report was scheduled to be dehivered to EPA on

July 31, 1992, to allow concurrent review with the Remedial Investigation Report for Operable
Unit 1 (OU1) Thas draft review will be unnecessary because the submattal date for the QU1
report has been extended to October 28, 1992 Only the final report will be submatted

In order to maximize the amount of data available for use in the background report, DOE
proposes, upon the approval of EPA, to use unvalidated as well as validated data for statisucal
analysis of background data. All data will eventually be validated as required by the IAG (Part

v VIB 5b). Quality assurance/quahty control documentation and conditions for 100%
* validaton will not be affected by this report. The intention 1s to use the data pnor to 100%

validation as a means to use a larger amount of data in the report The resulting uncertainty in
the background staustics created by use of this data 15 esumated to be msigmficant compared to
uncertainties caused by errors nherent in field acquisiuon and laboratory analysis

Attached 1s a table of percentages of validated data compared to all available data. These are

minimum estmates as of July 1, 1992 A large number of samples have been validated since

the generation of this table, and the majonty of samples will have been validated by the

September submuttal date
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Sincerely,

. James K Hartman
Assistant Manager

(4 ot

A

for Environmental Management

An expighitious response would be appreciated, as work 1s currently being done on this project
If you hgve any quesuons or comments, please contact Jen Pepe of my staff at 966-2184
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M Levin, EG&G

R Lindberg, EG&G
G Baughman, CDH
B Lavelle, EPA
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